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SUBJECT: FIFTEENTH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION 
OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION- PANAMIAN REPORT ON CANAL ZONE 
DISCRIMINATION 

1 . DURING THE 15TH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (CERD), WHICH 
WILL BE HELD IN VIENNA MARCH 28 TO APRIL 15, PANAMA 
ON APRIL 5 WILL REPORT ON DISCRIMINATION IN THE 
PANAMA CANAL ZONE (CERD/C/8). DOCUMENT PARALLES 
DISCRIMINATION IN THE ZONE WITH SOUTH AFRICAN 
APARTHEID, POINTING OUT THAT PANAMIAN CITIZENS 
ARE BARRED FROM EXECUTIVE POSITIONS IN THE PANAMA 
CANAL COMPANY, AND THOSE EMPLOYED RECEIVE LOWER 
SALARIES THAN THEIR U.S. COUNTERPARTS. DOCUMENT 
ALSO STATES THAT INFERIOR EDUCATION AND HOUSING 
ARE PROVIDED PANAMIANS IN CONTRAST WITH SERVICES 
PROVIDED U.S. CITIZENS. 

2. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO OBTAIN OBSERVER STATUS 
FOR U.S. EMBASSY/VIENNA IN ORDER TO RESPOND TO 
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PANAMIAN REPORT, OR AN ALTERNATIVE WOULD BE 
TO ISSUE A U.S. POLICY STATEMENT. ADDITIONAL 
DOCUMENT ON THIS REPORT WILL BE FORWARDED TO THE 
DEPARTMENT BY POUCH MARCH 30. SORENSON 
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